Electron microscopy of the advanced third-stage larvae of Gnathostoma spinigerum.
The morphological structures of the advanced third-stage larvae of Gnathostoma spinigerum are reported by using the scanning electron microscope. On the head-bulb, the larva bears two lateral lips, two labial papillae on each lip with an amphid between them. The head-bulb bears four transverse row of well-developed single-pointed hooklets. The number of the hooklets in each row increases posteriorly. The appearance of the hooklets by dorsal view and lateral view is also described. The whole body cuticle is transversely striated and covered with transverse rows of single-pointed spines which are dense on the anterior third of the body and became gradually less both in number and size towards the posterior extremity. The average number of transverse rows of these cuticular striations is 234. A pair of cervical papillae and an excretory pore are located on the anterior third of the body. A pair of body papillae is seen on the posterior half of the body. The subterminal anus is seen in the posterior extremity.